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Instructor: Jeremy Németh, PhD     E-mail: jeremy.nemeth@ucdenver.edu 
Thursday 10:00 am – 12:45 pm     Phone: (303) 556-3688 
Room: CU 490        Office hours: Weds. 1-4 pm [320R] 
 

 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
City Design Policy focuses on the historical and current production of the built environment. At its core this seminar analyzes the 
creation of standards and codes in the city building process. We will trace the evolution of zoning and land use regulation and 
explore the relationship between public and private actors in this complex and often convoluted place making process. We will 
examine how and why certain design codes were established and how they continue to shape the built environment. Students 
will assess the benefits and drawbacks of a number of design codes and some of their more recent form- and place-based 
alternatives. Specifically, we will look at how streets, sidewalks and subdivisions are sites of social relations and, therefore, 
should reflect a more localized human experience. 
 
Students will recognize how social, economic, political and cultural forces affect urban built form and will examine the 
interrelations between physical design, urban morphology, land use regulations and market trends shaping the urban 
environment. Most importantly, we will examine the crucial and controversial links between urban form and society, looking 
particularly at built and natural elements that can create or sustain diversity and interaction.  
 
This discussion-based course will be organized in three interrelated sections. First, we will examine the history of standards and 
regulation of the built environment, focusing mostly on the U.S. experience. Second, we will look at how the various 
components, or layers, of the urban landscape are produced and regulated. Third, we will look at the future of design standards, 
outlining and assessing the viability of non-traditional regulatory methods such as form-based codes and hybrid landscapes. 
Throughout the semester we will examine real cases in real contexts in an attempt to elucidate the shifting roles of the planner, 
urban designer and policymaker in the regulatory process. 
 

READINGS 
 

Required: 

 Ben-Joseph, E. 2005. The code of the city: Standards and the hidden language of place making. Cambridge, MA: The MIT 
Press. 

 Ben-Joseph, E. and T. Szold (Eds.). 2005. Regulating place: Standards and the shaping of urban America. New York: Routledge. 

 Loukaitou-Sideris, A. and T. Banerjee. 1998. Urban design downtown: Poetics and politics of form. Berkeley: University of 
California Press. 

 Southworth, M. and E. Ben-Joseph. 2003. Streets and the shaping of towns and cities. Washington: Island Press. 
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Recommended: 

 American Planning Association. 2006. Planning and urban design standards. New York: Wiley. 

 Parolek, D., Parolek, K. and P. Crawford. 2008. Form based codes: A guide for planners, urban designers, municipalities 
and developers. New York: Wiley.  

ASSIGNMENTS 
 
 Response papers: personal reflection on readings (3 required during semester) 

o Your personal response to the readings for that week. Choose any three readings during semester and turn in 

a 2-3 page paper outlining your thoughts, comments, problems or questions on the reading. Bring two hard 

copies of the response paper to class on the day it is due (one copy for me, one for you to refer to during class 

discussion). The final response paper must be turned in by April 21. 

 Take-home midterm (essay) 

 Final project (work in groups of 3) 

o Review and assess incentive zoning programs in three cities (one city must be Denver) 

o Develop design guidelines/strategies/proposals for redevelopment of either Auraria campus or of the Union 

Station area (include a discussion of the exact process to follow) 

o Review guidelines for requirements to provide a new building in Hong Kong (e.g. provision of public space via 

incentive zoning, privatization laws). Discuss how residents, employees and officials view the nature of public 

space and outline recent controversies 

SCHEDULE 
 
NOTE: Schedule and required readings subject to change with ample notice from instructor.  
 
PART I: REGULATION THROUGH HISTORY 
 
Week 1 (Jan 20): Introduction 
 
Week 2 (Jan 27): History I 
 Reading: Ben Joseph 2005 (up to page 74) 

 
Week 3 (Feb 3): History II 
 Reading: Ben-Joseph 2005 (remainder of book) 

 
Week 4 (Feb 10): Guidelines, strategies, proposals and review 
 Reading: Posted on Blackboard 

 
PART II: REGULATION IN LAYERS 
 
Week 5 (Feb 17): Streets I 
 Reading: Southworth and Ben-Joseph 2003 (up to page 84) 
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Week 6 (Feb 24): Streets II 
 Reading: Southworth and Ben-Joseph (remainder of book) 

 
Week 7 (Mar 3): Sidewalks  
 Reading: Loukaitou-Sideris et al. 2005 (in Ben-Joseph and Szold) 

 
Week 8 (Mar 10): Parks and Plazas 
 Reading: Posted on Blackboard 

 
Week 9 (Mar 17): Parks and Plazas 
 Reading: Kayden, J. 2005 (in Ben-Joseph and Szold); others posted on Blackboard 
 Assignment: Midterm handed out 

 
Week 10 (Mar 24): NO CLASS – Spring Break 
 
Week 11 (Mar 31): Parks and Plazas 
 Loukaitou-Sideris and Banerjee 1998 (up to page 173) 
 Assignment: Midterm due 

 
Week 12 (Apr 7): Parks and Plazas 
 Loukaitou-Sideris and Banerjee 1998 (remainder of book) 

 
PART III: INNOVATION IN REGULATION 
 
Week 13 (Apr 14): Infrastructure  
 Reading: Posted on Blackboard 

 
Week 14 (Apr 21): Form-based codes  
 Reading: Posted on Blackboard 

 
Week 15 (Apr 28): Final presentations  
 
Week 16 (May 5): Final presentations 

EVALUATION 
 
 Attendance/participation: 15% 
 Midterm: 30% 
 Response papers: 15% 
 Final paper: 40% 

OTHER INFORMATION * 
 
Communication 
Unless otherwise noted, I will contact you via Blackboard. In addition, syllabi and readings will be posted on Blackboard. For 
the most part, Blackboard uses your official school e-mail address (ending with email.cudenver.edu). So please make sure 
you check this or have it forwarded to your personal e-mail account. 
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Students with disabilities 
Students with disabilities who want academic accommodations must register with Disability Resources and Services (DRS) at 
UC Denver. DRS requires students to provide current and adequate documentation of their disabilities. Once a student has 
registered with DRS, DRS will review the documentation and assess the student’s request for academic accommodations in 
light of the documentation. DRS will then provide the student with a letter indicating which academic accommodations have 
been approved. Once you provide me with a copy of DRS’s letter, we will be happy to provide those accommodations DRS 
has approved.  
 
Absences, Tardiness, and Homework  
Except for documented health or disability reasons, I will not accept excuses for absences, tardiness, or assignments not 
submitted. Three absences will constitute the loss of a half a letter grade. One tardiness equals one half an absence. 
Documentation of disability or health related issues must be provided to Disability Resources and Services, 177 Arts Building, 
303-556-3450, TTY 303-556-4766, FAX 303-556-2074.  
 
Plagiarism  
Students are expected to know, understand, and comply with the ethical standards of the university, including rules against 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is the use of another person’s ideas or words without acknowledgement. The incorporation of another 
person’s work into yours requires appropriate identifications and acknowledgement. The following are considered to be forms 
of plagiarism when the source is not noted: word-for-word copying of another person’s ideas or words; the “mosaic” 
(interspersing your own words here and there while, in essence, copying another’s work); the paraphrase (the rewriting of 
another’s work, while still using their basic ideas or theories); fabrication (inventing sources); submission of another’s work as 
your own; and neglecting quotation marks when including direct quotes.  
 
Classroom Decorum  
The following ground rules apply to all students and are designed to ensure a classroom environment conducive to learning 
for all students:  
 Cell phones and handheld internet devices must be deactivated before class begins and remain deactivated throughout 

the entire class period.  
 Laptops may be used in class but only for note-taking purposes. Students found searching the Internet or writing emails 

will be asked to shut down their computers and to not bring them back to future classes. 
 Students who engage in disruptive classroom behavior will be reported to the Office of Student Life for appropriate 

disciplinary action under the UC Denver Code of Student Conduct. The Code of Student Conduct can be found on the 
UC Denver website, under Office of Student Life and Student Activities. Disruptive behavior includes, but is not limited to, 
arriving late to class without explanation or apology; leaving class early without explanation or apology; reading a 
newspaper or magazine; reading a book with no connection to the content of the course; engaging in prolonged private 
conversations; sleeping in class; eating, drinking, and/or gum chewing; passing notes; being under the influence of drugs 
or alcohol; harassment or verbal or physical threats to another student or to the instructor; failing to deactivate cellular 
phones, and/or handheld internet devices; bringing children to class.  

 Students are prohibited from selling, or being paid by any person or commercial firm for taking, notes or recording class 
lectures without the advance express written permission of the faculty member teaching this course. Exceptions are 
permitted for students with a disability who are approved in advance by Disability Resources and Services for note taking 
or tape recording as an academic accommodation.  

 

* I attribute this section to Lori Catalano. 

 


