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COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING 
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO AT DENVER and HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER 
 
LA 6700: Landscape Architecture Advanced Studio / UD 6600: Urban Design Advanced Studio 
 
Semester:  Fall 
Type:   Studio 
Credits:   6 credit hours 
Prerequisites:  LA 6601, UD major, or permission of instructor(s) 
Schedule:  12:50 – 5:25 Monday (LA), Tuesday (UD), Thursday (LA & UD) 
     
Location:  CU 700 
    
Instructor:  Todd Wenskoski  
Phone:   303 623-2616 x. 5259 
E-mail:   twenskoski@designworkshop.com 
Office hours:  By appointment 
Office Location:  CU 750 F 
 
Instructor:  Bill Wenk      
Phone:   303-628-0003   
E-mail:   bwenk@wenkla.com    
Office hours:  By appointment     
Office Location:  CU 320 K 
 
Instructor:  Jeremy Németh      
Phone:   303-556-3688    
E-mail:   jeremy.nemeth@cudenver.edu    
Office hours:  Wednesdays – 9:00 to noon 
Office Location:  CU 320 CC 
    
 
Teaching Assistant:  Patrick Rawley 
Phone:   720-635-2388 
E-mail:   pbr2860@earthlink.net 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
These advanced studios are comprehensive landscape planning and design projects that enhance a student’s understanding, 
capability and technical skill of ecological, social, economic and aesthetic variables. We expect each student to develop and 
engage landscape and design issues of various scales and increased complexity involving innovation and strong theoretical 
resolution. We also expect and encourage students to use knowledge gleaned from other courses. As an advanced studio, 
students must demonstrate their ability to be self-directed while still remain committed to the intent of the studio experience.   
 
Content 
 
The course is an urban research and design studio that will examine storm water design strategies for Denver 
Colorado. In weeks 1-9 (Studio 9 for LA sections) we will research principles and practices, and establish a program 
plan for a multi-functional storm water system in downtown Denver. During weeks 10-16 (Studio 10 for LA 
sections) we will explore alternative design approaches to the system.  
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Studio problem statement 
 
Underground storm water systems have been viewed as an essential component of urban infrastructure and a 
precondition for the development of cities. These systems are most often engineered to perform a single function: to 
convey storm runoff away from developed areas as quickly as possible to minimize the risk of flooding and property 
damage. Reducing the impacts of flooding is a justifiably important goal, yet this single-function approach does very 
little to remove pollutants from storm runoff, nor does it decrease storm volumes, thus degrading our streams, 
waterways, and habitats. 
 
Within the past two decades, however, the increased regulation of urban storm water quality has prompted a 
rethinking of conventional systems. “Green infrastructure,” or landscape based approaches to storm water 
management, have become increasingly popular and are now a significant feature of the contemporary urban 
environment.  Cities like Portland, Seattle, and Chicago are instituting landscape based approaches for flood controls 
and water quality improvements as an important asset in these cities’ overall storm water management strategies. 
 
In April of 2005, the City and County of Denver published the Storm Drainage Master Plan. This plan serves as a 
framework for the management of the city’s storm water programs and the implementation of capital improvements. 
The plan proposes to reconstruct or upgrade the existing subsurface sewer systems throughout the city at the cost of 
$1.1 billion dollars (in 2003 dollars). 
 
This research and design studio will challenge the traditional methods of storm water management within our urban 
environments and provide an alternative to the Storm Drainage Master Plan. Students will examine “green 
infrastructure” approaches and landscape systems to minimize the extent of the subsurface system proposed in the 
Plan. In some cases, solutions may supplement the existing subsurface system or eliminate the need for storm sewer 
pipe altogether. These alternative approaches to storm water management might also provide multiple benefits that 
include parks, open spaces, and developments that enhance the civic, cultural and environmental qualities of the city. 
 
Teaching Philosophy  
 
This course will be structured as a practical interdisciplinary experience. The city of Denver will be the client with 
Peter Park as the client’s representative. Bill Wenk and designers from his firm will provide an office like 
framework exposing students to traditional office methods. Todd Wenskoski will provide an academic framework to 
explore, simulate, or predict the “what happens if” questions that serve as a venue to push traditional boundaries.  
Jeremy Németh will ground the studio in urban policy, planning, and design practice. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Upon completion of the course, students should possess a number of skills in several categories. 
 
Professional Ethics – Students should be able to critically identify, assess and apply personal and professional 
predispositions to direct actions, while recognizing the influences of design decisions and remaining accountable for 
an ethical course of action. 

 
Design – Students should be able to formulate questions and arguments about landscape architecture and urban 
design’s roles as a significant cultural medium; determine processes and practices that lead to conceptual, analytical, 
and formative actions that transform existing situations into preferred alternatives based on ethical, communicative, 
and content knowledge criteria. 

 
In particular, students should be able to: 
 - Research, identify and assess constraints and opportunities; 
 - Situate the design problem within a larger cultural, social and ecological context; 
 - Set-up and test strategies that synthesize the research and contextual processes; 
 - Implement and demonstrate the strategies through physical application; 
 - Evaluate and reconsider outcomes. 
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Communication and Representation –Students should be able to: 
- Write organized, compelling and grammatically correct goals and objectives supported by well documented research; 
- Prepare and present an organized, professional and compelling verbal and visual presentation using 
appropriate media to explain complex ideas and concepts; 

 - Constructively critique their work and the work of others; 
 - Clearly articulate and document the iterative process of developing design ideas; 
 - Effectively communicate design ideas to a variety of audiences. 
 
Content Knowledge –Students should be able to develop a critical understanding and application of the histories, 
theories and practices of landscape architecture and urban design and their roles in reflecting and shaping the city 
and storm water design as a synthetic quality of urban living. 

 
In particular, students should be able to: 

- Identify and understand the genesis and impacts of major movements in the history of urban storm water 
systems and case studies of built projects;  
- Identify and understand formal, social, economic and political forces giving shape to storm water systems in 
an urban environment; 
- Analyze and discuss in written, visual and oral form the relationship of a built work to the culture that 
produced it; 
- Identify and apply design theory and methodology to an urban systems project; 
- Demonstrate an understanding of landscape architects’ and urban designers’ legal responsibilities with respect to 
professional standards for public health, safety, welfare and other factors affecting design, construction and practice; 
- Demonstrate an understanding of the principles, conventions, standards and applications pertaining to the 
construction of storm water and water quality systems in urban places 
 

Assessment 
 
We will assess each student’s progress using a rubric, and will evaluate students on four levels applied to each 
outcome: 

 Beginning 
 Developing 
 Proficient 
 Advanced 

 
Students will receive an assessment of their work midway through each studio. For the LA sections, a letter grade 
will be given at the completion of Studios 9 & 10; for the UD section, a letter grade will only be given at the end of 
week 16. The goal of the studio is that each student – regardless of their competency level at the beginning of the 
studio – will be proficient in the four outcome areas outlined above (see Learning Outcomes above). The UD 
studio will have its own grading rubric, which can be found in the Course Materials folder. 

  
Requirements 
 
Successful work in these studios depends on regular class attendance and the student’s ability to maintain an 
individual structure to complete studio projects on time. Studio attendance is mandatory and each student must have 
a fully operational desk and work area. Professors must know in advance of necessary absences. Students who are 
unable to attend specific classes due to illness, family hardship or religious holidays must notify the professor in 
writing within the first two weeks of the semester. Failure to do so will result in the absence being considered 
unexcused, and will incur a grade reduction. Purchasing of basic equipment necessary to perform studio work is 
required. At the end of the semester each student is required to submit a complete digital folder of their work. 
   
Text and Readings 

 
Readings will be assigned with each exercise as needed. 
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Schedule and Assignments 
 
Week 1 - Introduction 
 August 20th (LA) 

• Presentation of studio content and sequence – Bill Wenk, Lois Brink 
• Set up desks by start of Thursday class – all students must have functioning drafting table 
• Lecture by Bill Wenk - Introduction to the history of urban storm water, basic principles of 

storm water hydraulics and hydrology 
 August 21st (UD) 

• Presentation of studio content and sequence – Jeremy Németh 
• set up desks by start of Thursday class - all students must have functioning drafting table 
• Lecture by Bill Wenk - Introduction to the history of urban storm water, basic principles of 

storm water hydraulics and hydrology 
 August 23rd (LA/UD) 

• Lecture by Peter Park – The City and Systems 
• Introduce Assignment #1: Precedents of urban storm water management 

 
Week 2 Urban Storm Water Management 
 August 27th (LA) 

• Individual presentations of Assignment #1 in sections 
 August 28th (UD)  

• Individual presentations of Assignment #1 in sections 
 August 30th (LA/UD)  

• Lecture by Peter Park  - The Regulatory System: Planning, Zoning and Building 
• Introduce Assignment #2: Innovative regulatory framework precedents 

 
Week 3 The Regulatory System: Planning, Zoning and Building 
 Sept 3rd (LA)    

• No class - Labor Day 
 Sept 4th (UD)   

• Planning, zoning, building discussion; work on presentations 
 Sept 6th (LA/UD)  

• Introduce Assignment #3: Precedents of Built Place 
• Section presentations of Assignment #2 to class 

o Building – UD Németh 
o Planning – LA Wenk 
o Zoning – LA Wenskoski 

• 4:00 pm: Lecture by Bill Wenk – Storm Water Management II 
 
Week 4 The Built Place:  Private Development, Open Water and Parks, and ROW, Streets and Civic plazas  
 Sept 10th (LA) 

• In class work on information gathering & presentation 
 Sept 11th (UD) – Room 490 

• In class work on information gathering & presentation 
 Sept 13th (LA/UD)  

• Introduce Assignment #4 and assign teams (cross over between sections) 
• Section presentations of Assignment #3 to class  

o Private development – UD Németh 
o Open water and parks – LA Wenk 
o ROW, streets, and civic plazas – LA Wenskoski  

• 4:00pm: Lecture by Peter Park –Infrastructure, UD and the Denver Downtown Plan 
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Week 5 Denver: Data Mapping 
 Sept 17th (LA)  

• In class work on data gathering 
 Sept 18th (UD) – Room 490  

• Guest speaker: Mark Reiner, Symbiotic Engineering 
• 3:00pm: Isabel Penraeth, AmeriCorps introduction 

 Sept 20th (LA/UD) – Room 470 
• Guest speaker: Michelle DeLaria, Meza Construction 
• Presentation of Assignment #4 (base maps and overlays) 

 
Week 6 Denver: Data Mapping 
 Sept 24th  (LA)  

• In class work on data gathering 
 Sept 25th (UD) – Room 490  

• In class work on data gathering 
 Sept 27th (LA/UD) – Room 490  

• Guest speaker: John Blanchard, P.E., Principal, Matrix Design Group 
• Presentation of analysis of all overlays (in cross-section groups) 

 
Week 7 Program Plan 
 Oct 1st (LA) 

• Sections/teams develop functional diagrams for alternative storm water system approaches.   
o Define storm water storage and conveyance requirements 
o Define goals and multiple objectives 

 Oct 2nd (UD)  
• Section develops functional diagrams for alternative storm water system approaches.   

o Define storm water storage and conveyance requirements 
o Define goals and multiple objectives 

 Oct 4th (LA/UD) – Octagon, 320A, 320C 
• Presentations of preliminary program plan (motivations, directions, etc.) 

o Peter Park, Bill Wenk, outside reviewers to attend 
 
Week 8 Program Plan 
 Oct 8th (LA)   

• In class working on program 
 Oct 9th (UD)  

• Guest speaker: Michael Buchenau, Exec. Director, Denver Urban Gardens 
• In class working on program 

 Oct 11th (LA/UD) – Room 490 
• In class working on program 

    
Week 9 Program Plan 
 Oct 15th (LA)   

• In class working on program 
 Oct 16th (UD) 

• In class working on program 
 Oct 18th (LA/UD) – Octagon, 320A, 320C 

• Present final program plan 
o Peter Park, Bill Wenk, outside reviewers to attend 

 
 Week 10 Design Strategy 
 Oct 22nd (LA)   

• Grades for studio 9 and begin site selection for studio 10  
 Oct 23rd (UD) 

• Select site and teams for design strategy development 
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 Oct 25th (LA/UD) – Room 490 
• Begin to develop site-specific design strategies 

  
Week 11 Design Strategy 
 Oct 29th (LA)   

• Develop site specific design strategies 
 Oct 30th (UD) 

• Develop site specific design strategies 
 Nov 1st (LA/UD) 

• Develop site specific design strategies 
 
Week 12 Design Strategy 
 Nov 5th (LA)   

• Develop site specific design strategies 
 Nov 6th (UD) 

• Develop site specific design strategies 
 Nov 8th (LA/UD)  

• 1:30-3:00 pm - Presentation at Public Works office 
 Webb Building, 201 W. Colfax, 4th Floor, Room 4.F.6 

 
Week 13 Design Strategy – Refine Site Design Strategies  
 Nov 12th (LA)   

• Refine site specific design strategies 
 Nov 13th (UD) 

• Refine site specific design strategies 
 Nov 15th (LA/UD) – Octagon, 320A, 320C 

• Interim presentation of site specific design strategies 
 
Week 14 FALL BREAK – no class 
 
Week 15 Design Strategy – Report Preparation 
 Nov 26th (LA)   

• Finalize site specific design strategies and prepare final report 
 Nov 27th (UD) 

• Finalize site specific design strategies and prepare final report 
 Nov 29th (LA/UD) 

• Develop site specific design strategies and prepare final report 
 
Week 16 Final Review 
 Dec 3rd (LA) 

• Final review in section 
 Dec 4th (UD)     

• Final review in section 
 Dec 6th (LA/UD)  

• Final review (public/department) 
o Outside reviewers to attend 

 


